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This intemarional preliminary examination rqport has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 



_J sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e.. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report aod/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of. 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations Supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Inteniational application No. 

PCT/DE2003/003789 



1. Basis of the report 



I This report hus been drawn on the basis of {Rt^piacment .theeis whidi have bvtnJumisHed to the i-eceiving OOlce m response to an invitatic 
' limlerArdclc Nanstt^erred torn this report as "criglnaUyfited*' and art not amcxed to thi report jince they do nor con(ai» a,rtendmentj.): 

^ the international application as originaUy filed. 

the description, ^ ^ as originally filcd> 

pages f filed with the demand, 

pages ^jSa ,-flled with the letter of — 



16 June 2005. (1 6.06.2005.^ 



^, filed with the letter of 



the claims* 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-4 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended uAder Article 19, 

, filed with iht demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



the drawings, 



sbccts/fig , 
sheets/fig . 
sbccts/fig . 
6heets/f!g , 



1/6-6/6 



_ , as originally filed, 
_ ^ fited with the demand, 
_ , filed with the letter of 
_ , filed with the letter Of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of; 
I I the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 



|~l the drawings, shccts/fig 



, n This report has been established as If (some of) the atttendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
^' to go b^Oftd the disclosure as mcd, as ifldicaicd in Ihe Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 




YES 


Novelty (N) 




Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


VES 


Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


YES 


Claims 


NO 



2, Citations and explanations 
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V. Reasoned ^tutcment under Article 35<2) with reg&rd to novelty, inventive step or industrial appticabllity; 
citations nnd explanations supporting $ucb statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
IndusirlaJ applicability (lA) 



ClHims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims' 

Claims 

Claims 



1-4 



1-4 



1-4 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YE5 

NO 



2. Citations md explanations 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: WO 01/61466 A (GOAMERICA INC) 

23 August 2001 (2001-08-23) 
D2: WO 02/21293 A (US POSTAL SERVICE; GARVEY LEE B 
(US) ; PLUNKETT MICHAEL K (US) ; TACKES) 
14 March 2002 (2002-03-14) . 

1- Document D2 is considered to be the prior art 

closest to the subject matter of claim 1, Said 
document discloses a system (D2, ^'service 
provider 1030") for generating print jobs- The 
service provider receives its jobs directly and 
interactively from the user. 

The system defined in claim 1 differs from said 
service provider in that, inter alia, it requests 
and receives its data from a database via a server, 
a special communication protocol being used for the 
connection between the means for generating print 
jobs and the server and also betv/een the server and 
the database. In this way, the problem of selecting 
the correct print processing component is solved by 

/.. . 
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International application No. 
PCT/DE 03/03789 



the user or the ''service provider^'. In particular, 
there is no longer any need for the user and service 
provider to understand how the print processing 
components operate in order to be able to select a 
print processing component that is compatible with 
the print job. - 

Document Dl also discloses a system in which data 
that require further processing are requested from 
a database » However, by contrast with claim 1, 
said data are not printing data but ''metadata'' 
which have to be gathered using an application 
program with a master document. Since it is not 
the metadata from the database but the gathered 
data that can be processed by a print job 
generating means, the metadata do not correspond to 
the data that, according to claim 1, are stored in 
the database. Moreover, the system known from Dl 
has access to a list of the jobs outstanding. By 
contrast, the system defined in claim 1 contains no 
information about current jobs but requests this 
information from the database. 

Thus, the use of the concept known from Dl in the 
system known from D2 in order to execute print jobs 
with the aid of a database would not lead to the 
present invention. 

The subject matter of claim l is therefore novel and 
inventive and said claim satisfies the requirements 
of PCT Article 33. 
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The method defined in claim 2 for the automated 
generation of printable files corresponds to the 
system defined in claim 1* 

Said claim and dependent claims 2 to 4 therefore 
likewise satisfy the requirements of PCT Article 33. 
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